Pope Pius XI
will be given to this Pope to bring about Reunion, but it is
probably his greatest wish, and in years to come it may be
found that the ground-work laid by him was the solidest
and most useful of the acts of his Papacy.
A great historian, a great scholar, and a great lover of
peace, such as Pope Pius XI, must after fifteen years of
hard work have been able to contribute something tangi-
ble towards the great wish of his life.
Undoubtedly he has been hampered in his work by the
activities of the Communists. On all sides he seems to
have been confronted with the advance of Atheism and
materialism, closely backed by one of the most efficient
organisations in the world. Where he previously showed
every sign of a desire for peace, one can trace through the
history of his Papacy the gradual forcing of Pope Pius into
a position where he has his back to the. wall, from which
he has been compelled to hit out within the last two years
in almost all directions. Whatever one. thinks of the
Pope's diplomacy, and how he might perhaps have been
able to do differently, one cannot help but feel a real
sympathy for a man of his yeans seeing the whole of his
work brought, seemingly, to nothing, largely by the
spread of Communism,
No one can say that he has not been extremely brave in
his attacks on his enemy, and he has been as thorough as It
has been possible for him to be. He has not hesitated to
put Communism as the first and greatest of the dangers to
civilisation, and he is not content to allow that the danger
is over because the Communists seem to have become
more civilised. The very fact that Russia has become
friendly with. France, has been allowed into the League of
Nations, and has takex* her seat at the World's Council